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The 
Purpose & 
Power of



The true Church can never
fail. 

For it is based upon a rock.

― T.S. Eliot



Ten reasons people do not go to church:

1. Christians are judgmental and 
negative.

2. Church is boring.

3. The church is exclusive.

4. Christians are homophobic.

5. 'I don't like organized religion.'



Ten reasons people do not go to church:

6. Churches are full of hypocrites.

7. The church just wants your 
money.

8. Life is better without religion.

9. Christians live on another 
planet.

10.  I don’t have time.



What is the Church?

The word translated church in the New 
Testament is from the Greek word 
ekklesia which means an assembly or 
congregation. 

It does not refer to a building rather it 
refers instead to people. 



z
Metaphors for

Part One



The church is the body of Christ.

“He [Christ] is the head of the body, the 
church,” (Col. 1:18).

“The husband is the head of the wife as 
also Christ is the head of the church –
he himself being the savior of the 

body” (Eph. 5:21-22). 



As a physical head directs the physical 
body so also Christ directs the church. 

The body of Christ image also 
communicates our connection to Christ 
and to each member of the church. We 
are members of the same body and 
joined together. 



The church is the bride of Christ.

“Let us rejoice and exult and give him 
glory, because the wedding celebration of 
the Lamb has come, and his bride has 
made herself ready. She was permitted to 
be dressed in bright, clean, fine linen” (for 
the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 
saints)” 
(Rev 19:7-9). 



The imagery of a bride 
communicates both intimate 
relationship and purity.



The church is a temple.

“So then you are members of God’s 
household, because you have been built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 
In him the whole building, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord, in whom you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit” (Eph. 2:19-22). 



The church as a temple then would 
communicate that holy God indwells 
it and even individual members of it 
(1 Cor 3:16).



The church is a royal priesthood. 

“But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
of his own, so that you may 
proclaim the virtues of the one who 
called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. You once were not 
a people, but now you are God’s 
people” (1 Pet 2:8-9). 



The church rules or will rule, 
while priests suggest that those in 
the church are God’s ministers or 
servants.



The church is referred to as a flock.

“Watch out for yourselves and for 
all the flock of which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of God that 
he obtained with the blood of his 
own Son” (Acts 20:28). 



Sheep communicate the need for a 
shepherd who will lead, feed and 
protect. 

Sheep are vulnerable and one 
could say dumb animals which 
need steady care.
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The Purpose and 
Function of

Part Two



The purpose and function of the 
church is to:

❖Worship God

❖Edify the church

❖Evangelize the world



The worship of God is the highest 
calling of man. 

God created us for this purpose, 
and failure to do so will leave a 
God shaped hole in our lives.



The church as the body of 
Christ is to edify itself in the 
community of faith. 



“It was he who gave some as apostles, 
some as prophets, some as evangelists, 
and some as pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, that is, to build up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God – a mature person, attaining 
to the measure of Christ’s full stature” 
(Eph 4:11-13).



The church is to evangelize the world.

The first is referred to as the Great 
Commission. 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you” 
(Matt 28:19-20). 



The church is to evangelize the world.

The first is referred to as the Great 
Commission. 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you” 
(Matt 28:19-20). 



z The Ordinances 
of



Water baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, (also referred to as 
Communion), are two 
mandates that Jesus gave to 
the church. 



Ordinances and are merely 
are acts of obedience. 

They are not grace bearing or 
meritorious in regard to one’s 
eternal status of salvation in 
any way.



The purpose of water baptism is 
to identify with Christ and his 
message. 

Symbolically, in baptism there is 
identification with Jesus’ death 
and resurrection (Rom 6:3-4), as 
well as purification and cleansing 
(Acts 22:16). 



Peter said to them, “Repent, 
and each one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2:38). 



The purpose of the Lord’s Supper
(also known as communion) is to 
remember what Jesus did for us 
on the cross. 

This is also a mandated practice 
for the church. 



“[T]he Lord Jesus on the night in which 
he was betrayed took bread, and after he 
had given thanks he broke it and said, 
‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, 
he also took the cup after supper, saying, 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, every time you drink it, in 
remembrance of me’ (1 Cor 11:23-25). 



The importance of meeting in church:

1. The church is God’s ordained 
organization for spiritual growth in this 
age.

2. We were made to worship God.

3. We need to learn from God’s Word.

4. We need to use our spiritual gifts to help 
others.



The importance of meeting in church:

5. We need to be encouraged by others in 
our relationship with God.

6. We need to set an example to our 
families and friends and provide for 
their spiritual welfare.

7. We need to give financially so our hearts        
will not be ruled by greed.



The importance of meeting in church:

8. We need to have an eternal 
perspective and not a temporal                                          
one.

9. We need a break from our      
normal daily routine of work.

10.  We need to set an example to the                        
world that Christians love one                                  
another.



“And let us take thought of how to spur 
one another on to love and good works, 
not abandoning our own meetings, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging each other, and even more 
so because you see the day drawing near” 
(Heb 10:24-25). 



God designed us to survive 
and thrive spiritually by the 
encouragement we gain 
from each other.


