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Missio Dei

The English word “mission” comes from the Latin, 
“missio.” The missio Dei is, thus, the “mission of 
God.” 

For many years, Christians understood the 
mission of the Church to reflect the mission of 
God in the world, summarily, by the Great 
Commission of Jesus at His ascension (Matthew 
28:16-20). 
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Missional Church

A missional church is an ecclesial community of 
Word, Sacrament, and Prayer where pastoral 
staff, officers, and members are united in their 
commitment to the 
Gospel-driven practice 
of the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ in every 
area of ministry and life. 
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Every part of the church's 
ministry is attuned to the 
surroundings and 
intentional in its outreach 
ministry to the community.

The world is lost and in 
need of the Savior, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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Theologies that “embrace the city” 
without pointing to the sin in the 
city and the unbelieving city 

dwellers’ need for personal repentance and 
faith in the resurrected and reigning Jesus 
Christ are not missional as the word 
describes the urgent mandates of the Gospel.
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The commitment to the Great 
Commission is expressed, 
primarily, in three 
distinguishing traits:
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1. The Missional Church 
Practices Situational 
Awareness.

The Gospel-driven practice of 
seeking to research and make 
conclusions about the historical, 
philosophical, demographic, and 
practical religious commitments 
of a given community. 
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Such awareness allows a 
church or evangelist to assess 
and diagnose the wounded-
fallen places in the respective 
unbelieving community to 
prepare and proclaim a 
Biblically faithful plan of 
"treatment."



2. The Missional Church 
Pursues Divine Wisdom.

A missional church, that is, a 
Great Commission-committed 
local church, is one that seeks to 
understand the context for their 
ministry. Seeking intelligence for 
advancing the Kingdom of God in 
devil-held territories is nothing 
less than effective, strategic 
obedience to the Gospel.



A ministry conducted 
without the promise of 
divine wisdom will lead 
to planting seeds 
without power 
and harvest without 
fruit.



The missional church and 
the missional believer seek 
God and His wisdom to 
apply the knowledge 
gleaned from the 
assessment of situational 
awareness.
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3.   The Missional 
Church Plans with 
Intentionality.

Our God is the Lord of 
purpose. God chose Israel 
with intentionality. He 
chose them to fulfill a 
divine plan (Exodus 9:16).
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Intentionality is a 
Providential trait taught 
in the New Testament. 
Paul instructed the 
Christians at Ephesus in 
this divine design of the 
Almighty regarding their 
salvation.
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To "do ministry" without 
intentionality—i.e., purpose, 
design, is to disobediently deny 
an essential attribute of 
Almighty God revealed in His 
Word.

To bear the "image of God" in 
our life as His children is to 
imitate those attributes that are 
"communicable." 
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The eternality of the 
Triune God is not a 
communicable attribute. 
But exercising purpose, 
doing ministry with 
careful intentionality, is 
a communicable 
attribute of God.
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The Church and The Great Commission

The last words of Jesus to the Disciples represent 
the first work of the Church.  (Matthew 28:16-20 NIV).

The Great Commission leaves no room for an 
alternative plan.  As Christ was sent by the Father 
to the world, so we are sent by Jesus to the ends of 
the earth. 
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Every believer, every local church, and 
every denomination or national church 
ministry, must be focused on "the main 
thing“, proclaiming the Gospel of the 
Kingdom.   

We are sinners in need of a Savior. Jesus 
Christ is our Savior. 
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Unchurched identifying as Christian response to 
“How effective would invitations to church be 
through the following methods?”
(Source- Billy Graham Center Institute on the data from the Unchurched 
Survey)

Invitation From Friends
70%

Invitation From Family
75%
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Connecting Online

The best nonrelational way to 

approach the unchurched is through 

an online video about the church.  

more than one out of four unchurched 

people would be receptible to this 

approach.
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Engaging the Unchurched through events

❖ What we invite people to first can make a 
difference
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Unchurched Likelihood 
to attend church-sponsored events

51%

49%

Likely To Attend

Unlikely To
Attend

SERVICE PROJECT
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Thirty-nine percent of unchurched emerging 
adults expect to be attending church 
regularly in the future as compared to 33 
percent of Americans in general. 

Millennials are more positive and less 
negative toward the church than we might 
expect.
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One-third of unchurched millennials think the 
Christian faith is good for society, and less than 10 
percent think the Christian faith is harmful.
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They are very receptive to *invitations to church 
from friends and family members, (55% say such 
invitations would be effective in getting them to 
attend); and to events sponsored by churches, 
especially community service events and sports 
program opportunities, (Nearly 60% say they 
would be likely to attend these kinds of events 
sponsored by local churches).



26

His life lived and His death on the cross 
and His glorious resurrection from the 
dead offer life abundant and life eternal to 
those who believe in Him. 

By His righteousness and His sacrifice, we 
may be saved from eternal separation 
from God.
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Teaching "all that [He] 
commanded" requires the 
establishment of a 
Christian community that 
is committed to Christ's 
Commission through 
successive generations 
until the Lord comes again.
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This Christ-bequeathed 
mandate, this way of life, this 
dying to self and living for 
God, must, ultimately, be the 
all-consuming burden, vision, 
and mission of the Body of 
Christ. This is the call of the 
Gospel. And this is what we 
mean when we speak of "the 
missional church."


