


The Legend of Honi
(the Circle Maker)

First Century, BC ς
Honi, an eccentric sage,
dared to pray for rain 
during a devastating 
drought.  

He believed that God could still hear 
him, even if the people could no longer 
hear God. 2



Honiwas the Jerusalem peoples only 
hope because he was famous for his 
ability to pray for rain.  

He earned his moniker by making a 
360 degree circle with his six foot 
staff while a crowd looked on.
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He stood inside the circle and 
dropped to his knees, raised his 
hands to heaven, and with 
authority, called down the rain 
in prayer.

As his prayers ascended to the 
heavens, raindrops fell to the 
earth and the people rejoiced.
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Unsatisfied with the sprinkle, Honi
lifted his voice until the sprinkle 
turned into a torrential downpour 
that led the congregants to flee.

Still unsatisfied,
Honiboldly prayed
again until it began
to rain calmly 
and peacefully.
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It had been difficult for the 
people to believe before
that day, but it was 
impossible not to believe 
after that day.
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God is still looking for Circle Makers.

Bold prayers honor God, and God 
honors bold prayers.

DƻŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
dreams or boldest prayers, He is 
offended by anything less.
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There is nothing God loves more 
than keeping promises, answering 
prayers, performing miracles, and 
fulfilling dreams.   That is who He 
is and what He does.  The bigger 
the circle we draw, the better, 
because God gets more glory. 
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The greatest moments in life are 
the miraculous moments when 
human impotence and divine 
omnipotence intersect.  They 
intersect when we draw a circle 
around the impossible situations 
in our lives and invite God to 
intervene.
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It is absolutely imperative at the 
outset that you come to terms with 
the simple life changing truth that 
God is for you.  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ 
small timid prayers; if you do believe 
ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ōƛƎ ŀǳŘŀŎƛƻǳǎ 
prayers that change the trajectory of 
your life.
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άLϥƳ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 
every square inch 
of the land you 
set your foot on ς
just as I promised 
aƻǎŜǎΦέ

Joshua 1:3
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Miracles are the by-
product of prayers that 
were prayed by you or for 
you.  
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×/ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
power will only be exercised in 
response to prayer.

×DƻŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ do it unless you pray 
for it.  

×We have not because we ask not, 
or not.

13



The greatest tragedy in life 
is the prayers that go 
unanswered because they 
go unasked.
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If you do pray, you can live with 
holy anticipation because you 
never know how, when, or where 
God is going to answer.  But He 
will answer and his answers are 
not limited by your requests.
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We pray out of ignorance, but 
God answers out of omnipotence.

God has the ability to answer the 
prayers we should have prayed 
but lacked the knowledge or 
ability to even ask.
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A miracle is an event which the 
forces of nature, including the 
natural powers of man, cannot of 
themselves produce, and which 
must, therefore, be referred to a 
supernatural agency. 
(Fisher 1900, 9)

18



A miracle is a divine 
operation that transcends 
what is normally perceived as 
natural law; it cannot be 
explained upon any natural 
basis.
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Seven categories of biblical miracles:

1. Supernatural Acts of Creation.

Certain creation activities were 
accomplished by the word of God 
(Hebrews 11:3); he merely spoke, and it 
was done (Psalm 33:9). 

The creation process of the material 
universe was concluded at the end of 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ (Genesis 
2:1-2).
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2.Temporary and localized 
suspension of laws regulating 
nature.

Jesus calmed a ferocious storm on 
the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 8:23-27), and 
he walked upon the waters of the 
lake (John 6:16-21).
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3. Healing.

There were signs which involved the 
ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōƻŘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 
blind were made to see (John 9:1-7),

and the lame to walk (Acts 3:1-10).
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