The Book of Malachi

God's Messages through Malachi
First Message (1:2-5)
• He tells them that they have grown cold to the point of questioning His love for them.
• (l: 2a) God reminds them that He has loved them from the very time He chose Jacob as their father.
• (1:2b) The people question God's love for them.
• (1:3-5) God reminds Israel of His election of them over other nations who viciously dealt with the Israelites in past
times.
Second Message (1:6-2:9)
• God recounts the sins of the priests (the spiritual leaders of the chosen people).
• (1:6a) God charges them with disrespect towards Him.
• They offered imperfect sacrifices and were deceptive.
• (1:6b) The Jews refute God's charge.
• (1:7-14) Jehovah presents His proof against them for their crimes.
• (1:8-10) Sin of offering to God defiled i.e., crippled sacrificial animals.
• (1:14) Sin of turning back on vows to God.
• (2: 1-9) Malachi (God) warns the priests!
• (2:1-4) The warning is issued to the priests!
• God accused them (expressing His sovereignty), warned them (expressing His lovingkindness), and reminded
them (expressing His faithfulness) of the standard set for spiritual leadership.

• God wanted them to honor His name rather than profane it.
• Or… He would remove them from their ministry! (Imagine having the God of the universe ask you to do something and
He say’s never mind because you didn’t want to do it, or you were indifferent about doing it or you were just too lazy and didn’t
do it?)
• They (WE) should be zealous for Him and faithfully teach God's word to the people.
Third Message (2:10-16)
• They are to be faithful to the Covenant.
• God also addresses the sins that people committed against each other as well as against the Lord Himself.
• The people dealt treacherously with each other.
• (2:10-16a) Intermarriage with pagans and divorce had weakened the nation and were displeasing to God.
• (2: 16) God hates divorce. It brings him great displeasure.
• (2:16b) God calls them to be faithful to Him and the covenant by not divorcing their wives to marry pagan women.

Fourth Message (2: 17-3:6)
• The Lord rebukes them for doubting His sense of justice.
• He reminds them of the ultimate judgment of evil.
• (2: 17) They were guilty of speaking forth the untruth that God did not care about them because He cared about those who d
do evil!
• They even claimed that He must not exist or else He would have dealt with the wicked.
• (3:1-6) The LORD will come in judgment against them. But there is hope in Jehovah (3:6)

Fifth Message (3:7-12)
• He rebuked them for not giving the tithe and promised blessing and prosperity in return for bringing their tithes to the sto
storehouse.
• (3:8) "You have robbed God."
• (3:8-9) "How?" "By not giving tithes and offerings to Him."
• (3: 10-12) Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and put Me to the test now in
this,” says the Lord of armies, “if I do not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it
overflows. Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruit of your ground; nor will the vine in the
field prove fruitless to you,” says the Lord of armies. “All the nations will call you blessed, for you will be a delightful land,” says
the Lord of armies.
• A promise from God is always delivered!!!

Sixth Message (3: 13-4:3)
• His final message serves as a sort of summary of the people's resistance of God.
• They should fear God because they are blaspheming His name.
• In their arrogance, the people were saying that it is futile to serve God.
• “What profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord
of hosts?" the people asked.
• They thought it was futile to serve God because He did not bless them for it.
• More importantly they didn’t recognize His blessings!
• (3: 17-4:3) Ultimately God issues a word to them that He will consider them who trust and fear Him as
His treasured possession.
• A word about the Day of the LORD is given to teach them this awesome truth about God's judgment.
• But God reminds them that He will remember and eventually reward obedience.
• He even reminds them of, Moses, although disobedient in his own right, as being their role model.
• (4:5-6) In the future (for them) God would send an Elijah-like prophet to prepare the way of the LORD
(Messiah).

In closing and application of Malachi's message:
• The most dangerous threat that the people of God face is the threat of spiritual inward complacency.
• We can easily see the similarities today between the conditions Malachi faced and the conditions and
tendencies among God's people today.
• Let us be reminded of the Laodicean church of Rev. 3 when we read and compare of the spiritual conditions
that Malachi fought: “... thou art neither cold nor hot ...”
• We each must diligently learn and apply the lesson of Malachi in our walk with God today.
• David gives us the perfect prayer to accomplish this: "Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughts; And see if there be any wicked way in me and lead me in the way everlasting."
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