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There are 4 main topics to be dealt with 

in studying the Epistles:  

1. The Nature of the Epistles

2. Pauline Epistles to Churches

3. Pauline Epistles to Individuals

4. General Epistles
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The Nature of the Epistle:  Doctrine, 

then duty.

Epistles are letters written to 

churches, individuals, or in some 

cases, the Christian public at large.
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They deal with specific problems and 

issues of the day in a way that the 

information is universal and timeless.

The typical patterns is to write a section 

of doctrinal truth and follow up with 

practical implications of that truth.
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Doctrine, then duty.

Principle, then practice.
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Pauline Epistles to Churches:  Letters 

to local churches.

Thirteen of the twenty-two Epistles of 

the New Testament are written by the 

apostle Paul.  
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Nine of these are letters to local 

churches and are named according to 

which church they are written.

(Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, 

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossains, 

Thessalonians).
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Romans:  heavily doctrinal, with the 

most complete doctrine of salvation

by grace through faith in all the Bible.

1 and 2 Corinthians:  heavily 

practical, dealing with a series of 

specific problems in the Corinthian 

church.
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Galatians:  written to some of Paul’s 

first converts, refuting legalism.

Ephesians:  deals with the believer’s 

position in Christ and its practical 

implications.
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Philippians:  a warm letter of joy 

despite trials.

Colossians:  the preeminence of 

Christ is its major theme.
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1 and 2 Thessalonians:  very 

personal letters dealing with 

specific issues in the Thessalonian 

church, including prophecy and 

practical living.
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Pauline Epistles to Individuals:  Letters 

to individuals and pastors.

Four of Paul’s letters are written to 

individuals and pastors and are named 

according to whom they were written.
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1 and 2 Timothy:  two letters to a 

young pastor in Ephesus.  The first 

letter counsels him on local church 

issues, and the second encourages

him to remain strong in the faith in 

the midst of trials.
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Titus:  written to the pastor of 

the church on the island of 

Crete, it deals largely with local 

church issues, including the 

qualifications for church 

leaders.
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Philemon:  written to a slave 

owner, it urges lenient 

treatment of a runaway slave

who has become  Christian and 

is returning to his Christian 

master.
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General Epistles:  Letters to the 

Christian public.

Written by various authors, the nine 

General Epistles are letters to the 

Christian public at large, (with the 

exception of 2 and 3 John), usually 

named according to their authorship.
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Hebrews:  heavily doctrinal, 

this book draws largely on Old 

Testament truth in teaching 

New Testament truth to a 

Jewish audience.
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James:  an incisive and 

practical treatment of the 

proper outworking of 

Christian faith in 

everyday life.
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1 and 2 Peter:  written to 

believers scattered throughout 

Asia and Galatia, it deals with 

the proper response to suffering

and opposition.
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1, 2, and 3 John:  letters 

from the apostle John 

dealing with the love of 

God and its outworking in 

Christians’ lives.
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Jude:  a brief but 

powerful book warning

against ungodly living.
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Revelation: a giant of a 

book, heavily prophetical, 

dealing with nature and 

chronology of the end 

times.
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LET’S 
REVIEW



Romans:

1 and 2 
Corinthians:

Heavily doctrinal, with the most 
complete doctrine of salvation by 
grace through faith in all the 
Bible.

Heavily practical, dealing with a 
series of specific problems in the 
Corinthian church.

Pauline Epistles to Churches:
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Galatians:

Ephesians:

Philippians:

Written to some of Paul’s first 
converts, refuting legalism.

Deals with the believer’s position
in Christ and its practical 
implications.

A warm letter of joy despite trials.
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Colossians:

1 and 2 
Thessalonians:

The preeminence of Christ is its 
major theme.

Very personal letters dealing with 
specific issues in the Thessalonian 
church, including prophecy and 
practical living.
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1 and 2 
Timothy:

Titus:

Two letters to a young pastor in 
Ephesus.  The first letter counsels him 
on local church issues, and the second 
encourages him to remain strong in 
the faith in the midst of trials.

Written to the pastor if the church on 
the island of Crete, it deals largely 
with local church issues, including the 
qualifications for church leaders.

Pauline Epistles to Individuals:
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Philemon: Written to a slave owner, 
it urges lenient treatment 
of a runaway slave who 
has become a Christian 
and is returning to his 
Christian master.
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Hebrews:

James:

Heavily doctrinal, this book draws 
largely on Old Testament truth in 
teaching New Testament truth to a 
Jewish audience.

An incisive and practical treatment 
of the proper outworking of 
Christian faith on everyday life.

General Epistles:
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1 and 2 Peter:

1, 2, and 3 John:

Written to believers scattered 
throughout Asia and Galatia, it deals 
with the proper response to suffering
and opposition.

Letters from the apostle John dealing 
with the love of God and its 
outworking in Christians’ lives.

General Epistles:
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Jude:

Revelation:

A brief but powerful book 
warning against ungodly 
living.

A giant of a book, heavily 
prophetical, dealing wit the 
nature and chronological of 
the end times.

General Epistles:
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Epistles:

1. The Nature of 
the Epistles:

2. Pauline 
Epistles to 
Churches:

Description:

Doctrine, then duty.

Letters to local churches.

LET’S REVIEW
4 Main Distinctions to Consider in Studying the Epistles
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Epistles: 

3. Pauline 
Epistles to 
individuals:

4. General 
Epistles:

Description:

Letters and individuals 
and pastors.

Letters to the Christian 
public.
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